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St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Nixon, O Brien, Darnei l | e, Tom McDernot t,
Jarrett, Roberts, Schual -Berke and Mbell er

Read first tine 01/ 24/ 2006. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |egislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Uncontrolled pain and other distressing synptons are the
primary concerns and greatest fears of patients facing serious illness;
and

WHEREAS, More than 90 percent of the pain associated with severe
illness can be relieved if the treating physicians adhere to good
medi cal practice and, if necessary, seek assistance from experts in
pai n managenent or palliative care; and

WHEREAS, Physicians' fears of regulatory oversi ght and disciplinary
action related to their use of pain managenent nedications have been
found to be a barrier for many physicians to prescribe pain managenent
medi cati ons as necessary to control a patient's pain; and

VWHEREAS, The State of Washington's |laws include a Medical Practice
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Act which specifically recognizes that pain managenent is a part of
accepted nedi cal practice; and

VWHEREAS, The State of Washington has developed and adopted
guidelines for the nmanagenment of pain in order to acquaint
practitioners with recogni zed national standards in the field of pain
managenent ; and

WHEREAS, The Drug Enforcenent Agency's role and expertise is to
conbat crimnal substance abuse and diversion, not to dictate to
physi ci ans what constitutes acceptable nedical practice for seriously
i1l and dying patients;

NOW  THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that
Congress not interfere with a state's right to define legitimte
medi cal practice, and not expand the Drug Enforcenent Agency's
regul atory authority over a physician's best nedical judgnent to
prescribe necessary pai n managenent nedi cations in chronic and end- of -
life care.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

--- END ---
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